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1. General Introduction
This document serves as an introduction into the work on Task 1.2. It shall give partners a general overview of the
activities and outputs that can serve as a support for their planning of the next months. A detailed guideline is in
preparation and will be shared in a few weeks.
1.1. Main goals and objectives
There is a wide consensus among scholars and policy makers that knowledge is a key resource to support
European agriculture in meeting new challenges such as international competition, food safety, health or
environmental and climate change issues. Within this context, the central role that agricultural advisory services
can play, has risen to prominence. However, precise and up-to-date information on advisory services within the
wider Agricultural Knowledge and Innovation System (AKIS) is still inadequate.
The purpose of Task 1.2 is thus to:
(i) Provide an updated AKIS inventory by building upon the existing PRO AKIS inventory and including four
new countries: Croatia, Switzerland, Montenegro and Serbia. Particular attention will be given to existing
policies, support strategies and coordination infrastructures related to innovation dedicated advisory
services at regional or national level. This time, forestry advisory service providers will also be addressed.
On the basis of these country-level AKIS reports, a comparative assessment of the EU wide AKISs will be
elaborated.
(ii) Set up a use-friendly database for Advisory Services (i2connect AS)1 appropriate to set the structural bases
for an EU wide, balanced network of innovation advisors. Particular focus will be given to private, farmeror forester-based and other non-governmental organisations.
1.2. Expected results
The following results are expected by the end of the project:
(i) An updated inventory of AKIS institutions and interactions
(ii) A comparative assessment of success, strengths and weaknesses of EU wide AKIS
(iii) A searchable database of advisory organisations and advisors in all EU countries and in some other
European countries, with an expected 50% coverage reached for all EU member states.
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Originally known as AFAS (Agricultural and Forestry Advisory Service) in the grand agreement.
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1.3. Overall timeline for task 1.2
2021-2023

2020

Task 1.2. Update AKIS inventory and set up i2connect AS database

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
M3 M4 M5 M6 M7 M8

2024

Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan21- Dec23 Jan - May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct
M9 M10 M11 M12 M13 M14 M15 – M50 M51-M55 M56 M57 M58 M59 M60

1. Identification of project partners, develop guideline
2. Preparation and elaboration of country reports
A. AKIS inventory

3. Final report
4. Updated report

B. I2connect AS
database

1.

Elaboration and testing of pilot version

2.

Fully operational database

D.3

D.2, D.4
Deliverables for Task 2.1
Deliverable no.

Deliverable name

Delivery date

D.2

1st version of the AKIS inventory

31.10.2020

D.3

2nd version of the AKIS inventory

31.10.2024

D.4

Operational i2connect AS database

31.10.2020
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1.4. List of partners

Country
Austria
Belgium
Bulgaria
Croatia
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Estonia
Finland
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Ireland
Italy
Latvia
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Malta
Montenegro
Sweden
Netherlands
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Serbia
Slovak Republic
Slovenia
Spain
Switzerland

Task/Org. Partner
LKÖ
ILVO
NAAS
CAFAS
AUA
IALB
EUFRAS
EUFRAS
ProAgria
APCA
UHOH
AUA
NAK, SZE
TEAGASC
CREA
LLKC
LAAS
ILVO
CREA
SEASN
EUFRAS
ZLTO
CDR
CONSULAI
SEASN
SEASN
IALB
KGZS
MAPA
AGRIDEA
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2. Detailed plan for the AKIS inventory
Here, we briefly present the working steps in the next coming months.

The design and the elaboration of the i2connect AS database is still ongoing and partners shall further be
informed as soon as possible.
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3.

Recommended reading

As a first introductory reading, we highly recommend the country report from the previous PRO AKIS project for
your individual countries that will give you a general overview of the structure of the report. All documents are
available on the website: www.proakis.eu (please note: it is NOT www.proakisinventory.eu). The website is
connected to the homepage of the Rural Sociology group at the University of Hohenheim.

For the country reports, please click on the tab ‘PRO AKIS’ as indicated below. This will lead to a dropdown list where
you can find the country reports and posters under Objectives & Inventory.

1

2

Next, click here for
the country reports
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Here, you can find the 27 full country reports of AKIS and advisory organisations, including the posters for the
individual countries.

Posters represent AKIS diagrams that visualize the components, structure and – in some case - the relationships
of AKIS in the respective country. They follow a common format and layout, which allows for comparison between
AKIS in the different member states and provide a quick overview of the key organisations and actors in each AKIS,
main sources of funding clients and topics of agricultural advice.
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Further information and contact
Further information will follow soon. In the meantime, we encourage you to ask questions, raise concerns, give
feedback, any time without any hesitation.
Contact:

Sangeun Bae (s.bae@uni-hohenheim.de)
Fanos Mekonnen Birke (fanosm.birke@uni-hohenheim.de)

Coordination:

University of Hohenheim, Germany
Prof.Dr. Andrea Knierim
andrea.knierim@uni-hohenheim.de
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